
SCHEDULE YOUR DONATION NOW TO SUPPORT GP RED SO WE CAN SUPPORT YOU!
ANNUAL CONTRIBUTIONS ARE LEVERAGED THROUGH COLORADO GIVES DAY - DECEMBER 6, 2022!

Thanks to you, it’s been another great year for GP RED! Support from our allied professionals around the world helped 
us accomplish continue great work fulfilling our mission. Our five nimble and vibrant staff, eight governing Operating 
Board members, 15 National Advisory Board Members, and over 100 volunteers continued to plan and implement 
highly successful opportunities. These have included gatherings such as the SHIFT Summit, the GP RED National Think 
Tank to be held in November of 2022 and the Active Living Conference in March of 2023. In addition, the first cohort 
of PREPP (Parks and Recreation Emerging Professionals Program) was an educational success in 2022 (see below). 

Along with vital research projects and continually making knowledge available to you, these convenings and 
collaborations are the core of GP RED’s work as a catalyst and convener of thought leaders in our allied parks, 
recreation, preventive health, and related built and natural environment management fields. We believe that 
transferring best research practices and knowledge into practicing professionals’ hands and vice versa across 
disciplines makes communities thrive. Everyone benefits!

As a purposefully-small non-membership-based non-profit, our dedicated resources are dependent on our supporters. 
This is where your amazing help comes in. Our unique mission requires both financial resources and a swath of 
volunteer hours. This year we seek to raise over $50,000 or 50 donations to fund staff, develop tools, and share ideas 
in our allied fields. Your donation is really important! 

GP RED provides the platform for innovation and thought sharing across disciplines. We bring the right people 
together for decisions that affect our communities and professions. Our reach is vast with over 19,000 allied 
professionals and educators on our mailing list. GP RED identifies synergies and helps minimize duplications in 
efforts. Two examples of our successes this year of how GP RED identified a gap, sought a solution, and is helping to 
implement change include: 

The Parks and Recreation Emerging Professionals (PREPP) first cohort began in January 2022 with 11 
students as a result of the GP RED State of Education Committee. This committee was comprised of about 45 
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volunteer allied professionals and educators. Led by Dr. Eric Legg with many others, the initial conversations 
identified that the Parks and Recreation (P&R) field is losing academic programs and students, while at 
the same time, demand for professionals to fill positions in the field is growing. Working with University of 
Colorado Denver School of Public Affairs Institute, PREPP is a 15-month online accelerated program offered 
nationally. It is designed to provide training to those professionals who may not have the time or resources to 
get a bachelor’s degree in P&R, or have a degree in a different field than P&R. It is taught by long-time parks 
and recreation leaders, educators, and public affairs experts. Recruiting for the second cohort, to begin in 
January 2023, is underway.  https://bit.ly/PREPPApp\

The SHIFT Summit was initially offered to GP RED by a small non-profit in 2021 as another successful niche 
conference that needed a fiscal and organizational home.  In 2022 RED brought together over 100 great 
minds in Fort Collins, CO who are working on the integration of preventive health, land management, and 
experiential nature/outdoor guides to address equitable increases in access and management of nature and 
health. This Summit will be offered again in 2023, and we are in discussions with interested local communities 
for hosting. www.gpred.org/shift

Open to supporters and funders from around the U.S., Colorado Gives Day occurs on December 6, 2022. Early 
giving begins on November 1, 2022. Through this online platform, people come together to support nonprofits 
headquartered in Colorado. Every tax-deductible donation for GP RED made on or before December 6this eligible for a 
portion of the Colorado Gives Foundation match. 

When you donate to GP RED, you help us:

•	 Connect our allied professionals and educators to 
valuable research, education, and development 
opportunities impacting their decisions and 
programming. 

•	 Convene thought leaders to tackle emerging 
problems and create valuable solutions

•	 Collaborate with communities, associations, and 
academics as a catalyst to promote methods, tools, 
research projects, training, and innovative ideas.

Thank you for your support! Your generous support keeps 
your community thrive as GP RED expands our capacity to 
serve you and your colleagues going forward! 

 GP RED is a 501(c)3 organization founded in 2008.

GP RED’s mission is to fill the gaps in Research, Education, and Development (RED). We provide proven, 
innovative, strategic and practical connections and information for the recreation, land management, health, 
planning and allied professionals who help communities thrive.
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