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Save the Children Seeks Volunteers for Operation Recreation Response Corps  

Join the inaugural ORR Volunteer Corps to serve disaster-stricken U.S. communities 

Save the Children is seeking qualified and highly-motivated Parks and Recreation 
Professionals to launch the Operation Recreation Response Volunteer Corps and help 
keep children safe during U.S. emergencies. The effort kicks-off the Operation 
Recreation Response (ORR) initiative, an official partnership of Save the Children, 
the Foundation for Sustainable Parks and Recreation (FSPR) and GP RED. Conceived 
by New England recreation professionals, ORR is dedicated to helping communities 
prepare for, respond to and recover from disasters. 

With more than 90 years of international and domestic response experience, Save the Children is the 
leader in ensuring children’s needs are met when disaster strikes; providing safe areas to play, distributing 
essential items; and providing the support communities need to build back stronger and more resilient. 
Members of Save the Children’s Disaster Response Team serve our most vulnerable citizens when they 
need it most, realizing that the puzzle they complete with a child in a shelter is actually helping that child 
piece his life back together. 

Save the Children’s Disaster Response Team is comprised of full-time Save the Children staff members as 
well as trained volunteers.  Operation Recreation Response (ORR) Volunteers will not be paid 
for their response services, however all costs associated with deployment, including travel, 
food and lodging, will be covered by Save the Children.  Volunteer Corps members must be ready 
for rapid deployment within 24 hours of being notified and be available to deploy for two to three weeks. 

Volunteer Requirements 
Applicants should provide documentation of the following basic requirements: 

• 21+ years of age
• Completed Application Form (Attached)
• Commitment to attend ORR Volunteer Corps Training
• English proficient; other language skills are often useful, especially Spanish
• Satisfactory completion of a background check
• Written permission from supervisor
• Commitment to deploy within 24-48 hours of notification
• Commitment to deployment length (2-3 weeks)
• Proof of health insurance
• Ability to meet physical requirements of the specific response
• Valid driver’s license

Please submit application form and CV-Resume to DRT@savechildren.org. 
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Selection Process 
Qualified volunteer applicants will be interviewed by a team of FSPR, 
GP RED, and Save the Children staff, and will be selected based on that 
interview and the application materials noted above. Selected 
volunteers will be notified promptly. 

Trainings 
Selected individuals must complete the ORR Volunteer Corps training, led by Save the Children, before 
being deployed to an emergency response. Several in-person training opportunities will be provided 
regionally throughout the year. These trainings are free, although the selected volunteers are 
responsible for travel, lodging and meal expenses. Please submit application form and CV-
Resume to DRT@savechildren.org. 

ORR Volunteer Corps Training: When a pool of volunteers is assembled, we will offer a 
training in the New England area, hosted by the NH Recreation & Parks Association.

Training will include an overview of these courses: 
(1) Basics of Deployment, including Humanitarian Assistance Principles 
(2) Security and Safety; Personal Safety and Safe Driving; Hazard Awareness 
(3) On-boarding to ORR Systems and Save the Children Response Hub 
(4) ORR and Save the Children Program Offerings and Training 
(5) Field Assessment Training 
(6) Child and Family Protection  

Responder Roles 
Responder roles during a deployment will be determined by the Team Leader and will depend upon the 
response team composition, needs of the affected community and responder skill sets.  Specific duties may 
include supporting the Team Leader and Save the Children program specialists to:   

 Conduct community assessments to identify unmet needs for affected children, families and
communities

 Deliver Child-Friendly Spaces programs in disaster-affected sites Serve as the designed Shelter Lead at
large mass care (sheltering) facilities

 Provide professional relief for affected community agency staff, along with programming for families
 Assist in preparation of weekly, monthly, annual, and end of project reports and monitoring and

evaluation
 Facilitate procurement, warehousing, distribution of essential items to children and families
 Support the communications needs for the response (may include daily Situation Reports,

identification of story assets, etc.)

About Operation Recreation Response (ORR) 
Save the Children, the National Foundation for Sustainable Parks and Recreation and GP RED are partnering to 
help parks and recreation communities are safe when disaster strikes. Through Operation Recreation Response, 
this alliance is building and training an emergency response team, to encouraging families and caregivers to 
prepare, and to ensuring emergency plans are in place to help communities bounce back quickly and more 
resilient. Additional trainings and materials related to agency preparedness, asset management 
planning, and restoration are forthcoming. Contact info@GPRED.org for more information.   

Please submit an 
application form and 

CV-Resume to 
DRT@savechildren.org. 
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